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Abstract
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The Black Kites [Milvus migrans] and Brahminy kites (Haliastur indus) are found in a
variety of habitats, from wooded streams to open plains and are commonly seen in and
around remote towns. The Present study shows that there is a considerable decline in
the abundance of Black kites during heavy monsoon [June- September]. Thereafter the
number gradually increases from October to May to reach its peak during March and
April. The study indicates that there is a local migration among Black kites during
South-West monsoon. Such a trend is not shown by Brahminykites. The probable
reasons are also discussed.
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Walz (2000), Walz and Sammulung (2005). In this
context this study is significant.

Introduction
The Black Kites are found in a variety of habitats, from
wooded streams to open plains, and is often observed in
and around remote towns. It is a medium-sized raptor. It
preys on lizards, small mammals and insects, especially
grasshoppers and is also is a scavenger (Ali 2002).
Brahminy Kites are the birds of the coast, particularly
mangrove swamps and estuaries. It is sometimes seen
over forests and along rivers. Brahminy Kite feeds on
carrion, insects and fish (Ali 2002). The abundance of
black kite and Brahminy kite (Haliastur indus) depends
mostly on food source (Bell 1985) and mostly they rest
on roadside building or branches of trees which are seen
situated on the roadside. Since Milvus migransand
Haliastur indus are scavenging in habit, they are highly
adaptable as an opportunistic feeder (Geroudet 1965;
Delibes 1975, Arroyo 1978, Jones and Manez 1990).
Studies on abundance and fluctuation of the above two
species of birds is scanty except for a few reports by

Materials and Methods
The studies on abundance of the two species were
conducted by roadside line transect method (Herremans
et al., 2001) travelling a distance of of 50 kms from
Malappuram town to Kozhikode Mofussil bus stand
thrice in every month and it lasted for a period from
March 2013 to December 2015. Bird counts were taken
byusing binoculars of magnification 10 X 50.
Study area
The entire study area of 50 km was split into ten small
bits of 5 kms each for convenience of counting. The ten
points covered under observation lie between
Malappuram town- Melmuri, Melmuri-Athanikkal,
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AthanikkalMongam,
Mongam-Musliarangadi,
Musliarangadi-Kondotty, Kondotty-Kulathur, KulathurPulikkal,
Pulikkal-Ramanattukara,
RamanattukaraAreekkad and Areekkad-Kozhikode. The characteristics
of the study area are shown in Table 1.

increases from October to May to reach its peak during
March and April in 2013, 2014 and 2015 (Figures 1).
The variety of food consumed by black kites varies from
region to region and across the seasons. Different types
of carrion forms an important food item of this species
but a variety of other live preys such as insects, reptiles,
birds and small mammals, are also taken by this raptor
(Nishant Kumar et al 2015). In urban areas, black kites
are known to forage on human food scraps, garbage and
mostly on waste dumps (Blanco, 1994; Pomeroy, 1975).
They steal food from market stalls and even people.

Results and Discussion
The study shows that that there is considerable decline in
the abundance of Black kites during heavy monsoon
[June- September]. Thereafter the number gradually

Table.1 showing the characteristic features of study areas
No

Points

Latitude/Longitude

Habitat Characteristics

1

Malappuram – Melmuri

11.0731890 N / 76.0740E

Bus stand area, Township, Market area, Paddy
fields, Hospital area, Largely Urbanized area

10.9550 N / 76.09950E
2

Melmuri - Athanikkal

11.0120 N / 75.9920E

Paddy fields, Streams, Rural area

3

Athanikkal - Mongam

11.13380 N / 76.03490E

Moderately urbanized area, small Township,
fish market, paddy fields

4

Mongam - Musliarangadi

11.1290 N / 76.00290E

Moderately urbanized area, paddy fields, no
thick vegetation

5

Musliarangadi – Kondotty
[ Air Port Junction]

11.25870 N / 75.7800E

6

Kondotty
[ Air Port Junction] - Kulathur

11.44020 N / 75.7520E

Largely urbanized area Township with meat,
fish, vegetable market area, Hospital area,
reduced vegetation and paddy fields
Moderately urbanized area, paddy fields, thick
vegetation

7

Kulathur - Pulikkal

11.1770 N / 75.9180E

Moderately urbanized area , reduced vegetation,
patchy distribution of paddy fields

8

Puilkkal - Ramanattukara

11.1780 N / 75.8650E

Largely urbanized area, Large Township , meat,
fish, vegetable market area, Hospital area,
reduced vegetation and paddy fields

9

Ramanattukara- Areeekkad

11.2090 N / 75.8120E

Moderately urbanized area , patchy distribution
of paddy fields, township, Hospital area, river
area

10

Areekkad – Kozhikkode Town
11.2580 N / 75.7800E

16

Highly urbanized area, market area, Hospital
area, canal area reduced paddy fields and
vegetation, large township, railway track
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Fig.1 showing the abundance of Black kite and Brahminy kite in the study areas

Since Black kites are mainly scavengers, washing out of
wastes containing food scraps during heavy rain from the
road side and open areas may cause the depletion of both
the quality and quantity of the food which in turn lead
the adult birds to take a shifting movement. So the
adults are seen least in abundance during heavy
monsoon. A few juveniles and sub adults which are
remained in the above habitats under study, depend on
the available resources after the adults are shifted.
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